
            ILLUMAN DC Chapter 
http://www.illumandc.orgt/mrop-2019

Men’s Rites 
of 

Passage 
October 2-6, 2019

              Buffalo Gap Retreat
 Capon Bridge, WV

What the MROP is ...

A personal discovery about masculine 
spirituality and 'the Holy Mystery.' 
A time to savor the healing and awe-
some power of nature. 

A process to address issues of loss, 
hurt and grief (often stemming from 
one’s relationship with God, his father 
or other important men or women in 
his life). 

An opportunity to examine life's priori-
ties and ask courageous questions 
about the 'next step.' 

An invitation to deeply listen to the 
'quiet voice of God.' 

The ability to create deep bonds with 
brothers on the same journey. 

A chance to return to life with a re-
newed commitment to your gifts. 

What the MROP is not ...

A traditional lecture-based retreat. 
An informational workshop about 
men's spirituality. 

A religious guilt-driven indoctrination. 

A sensitivity training or deprivation ex-
perience. 

A threatening process that requires 
participants to engage in anything 
strange or unsafe. 

A test of physical stamina. 

To register, go to: 

www.illumandc.org/mrop-2019

For more information, call or email:

   Bob Sabath
       202-531-7572 

  bob.sabath@gmail.com 

What Others Have Said… 

Before I registered I thought that the MROP was 
going to be another lecture-driven “religious  
workshop.” I couldn’t have been further from the 
truth! The MROP met me precisely where I was in 
my spiritual life. Consequently, my life has deep-
ened with purpose and feel renewed to continue 
my journey. As soon as I returned, I told my wife 
“I met God again.”  I am forever grateful for this 
experience.     

Kevin B., Maryland 

It’s like jumping, or being thrown, into a “life-
changing stew” where you simmer for five 
days in the “transformational mix” of silence, 
wilderness, and powerful ritual. Even after 
five years, this experience is still percolating 
and working within me. 

Bob S., Harpers Ferry, WV 

When I attempt to describe it to other people, I tell 
them that the Rites were the most profound pri-
mal experience of my life. It is hard to capture in 
words, but I discovered a new sense of my iden-
tity and place in this incredible creation, a new 
sense of compassion for myself and others, and a 
new sense of wisdom teachings about living the 
human condition. 

Bill C, Virginia 
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What is the 

“Rites of Passage” 

for men? 

The program is a five-day/four-night 
deeply soulful experience that builds on 
the classic patterns of male initiation. It 
challenges each man to deeply examine 
himself by way of simple and moving ritu-
als, connection with others and teaching. 
Each day includes group prayer, specific 
teachings on major masculine spirituality 
themes, quiet time for reflection, and 
sharing in the context of a “home group.”

Fr. Richard Rohr, MROP’s founder said:

Men are asked to come with a willing-
ness to participate from beginning to 

end and not as an 
observer.  All par-
ticipants begin at 
point zero with no 
agendas to live up 
to or down to.  All 

that is required is for a man to come 
with a 'beginner's mind' and the readi-
ness of a young novice seeking wis-
dom.  Ultimately, initiation, like life it-
self, is not a spectator's sport. 

The MROP is not just another event to attend, 

nor is it something to “fix” some condition in 
your life. It is a decision that comes out of 

prayer. In other words, you will know in your 

“gut” if God is inviting you into it. You might 
also talk to others who have gone through the 

MROP.  

So, you feel ready? If so, applications are 
available online at:  

http://www.illumandc.org/mrop-2019

Or, if you prefer for an application to be 
mailed to you, you can contact Bob Sabath 
by phone (202-531-7572 ) or 
email (bob.sabath@gmail.com).

With your completed application, mail it and a 
$100 deposit to the address on your applica-
tion. If accepted, the deposit becomes non-
refundable and is applicable to the final pay-
ment. If not accepted, your deposit will be re-
funded. 

STEP ONE - Pray and Prepare 

STEP TWO - Complete an Application 

STEP THREE - Mail Application and Deposit 

STEP FOUR - Wait and Pray 

NOT SURE IF YOU ARE READY? 

Watch a video on why men need initiation and 
read other resources on men’s spirituality at:

http://www.illumandc.org/mrop/why 

http://www.illumandc.org/mrop/what 

Order books and tapes by Richard Rohr from 
The Center for Action and Contemplation: 
https://cac.org

Beloved Sons Series 1 & 2: Masculine 

Spirituality and Why Males Need Initiation 

From Wild Man to Wise Man:  
Reflections on Male Spirituality 

Quest For the Grail 

Men Matter: A Quest for the True Self  

Adam’s Return: 
The Five Promises of Male Initiation 

Attend a local men’s retreat or study group:
Study Groups:
Call Bill Casey at 703-568-3438
 
Retreats and other events:
https://www.illuman.org/events

Here are some practical ways to help you 
decide if you want to be a part of the DC-
Men's Rites of Passage in October 2017:

Speak to someone who has made the 
MROP. Or, you can contact Bob Sabath  
by phone (202-531-7572) or 
email (bob.sabath@gmail.com).

Obtain one or some of the resources 
listed below. The books and DVD's provide 
valuable insight. They may give you an 
idea of what the MROP offers and/or if 
what you are seeking would fit for you.  

This is not about religion, but about spiri-
tuality, about age old traditions that guide 
us into manhood, about coming to trust 
that there is something much greater at 
work in our lives than we could ever 
imagine. 

This is not about religion, but about spiri-
tuality, about age old traditions that guide 
us into manhood, about coming to trust 
that there is something much greater at 
work in our lives than we could ever 
imagine. 

You will be notified that your application has been 
received and then re-notified if you have been 
accepted, not accepted, or placed on awaiting list. If 
accepted, a full confirmation packet will be sent to you 
with payment and event instructions.

http://www.illumandc.org/mrop-2019
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